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Nearly half of all Asian Americans and a 
majority of NHPI students start their college 

journey at a California community college

Distribution of first-time freshmen in California  
by sector and race/ethnicity, fall 2013
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Nearly 50% of Asian American adults 
have a bachelor’s degree or higher

Percent of population 25 years and older with a  
bachelor’s degree or higher, 2011-2013

q
One in seven 

Californians is Asian 
American or Native 

Hawaiian and Pacific 
Islander (NHPI)

(NHPI: 347,501
Asian Americans: 6,343,641)

fastest growing
Asian Americans and NHPI are the

communities in California

PREPARATION

Only 37% 
of NHPI 

students are 
eligible for 
admission 

to the UC or 
the CSU

California high school graduation 
and A-G completion rates, 2012-13
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Total population:
6,691,142



Increasing college graduates to strengthen California

To read the full report and find infographic notes and data 
sources, please visit our website at www.collegecampaign.org.

www.facebook.com/collegecampaign www.twitter.com/CollegeOpp

714 W. Olympic Boulevard, Suite 745 |  Los Angeles, CA  90015 | Tel: 213-744-9434

 

1. Create a statewide plan for higher education. 

2. Ensure colleges successfully move students through pre-
college level courses, quickly and with improved retention 
rates. 

3. Provide clear transfer pathways to four-year degrees. 

4. Expand college knowledge in middle and high school and 
invest in support services students need to succeed. 

5. Grow state funding to expand enrollment capacity so all 
California eligible students have a spot in our public higher 
education system. 

6. Strengthen financial support options for low- to moderate- 
income college students. 

7. Use disaggregated data to improve educational outcomes 
for Asian American and NHPI students.

8. Ensure federal funding for Asian American and Native 
American Pacific Islander serving institutions is focused 
on student support and improving student outcomes for 
those students.

Recommendations

COLLEGE COMPLETION

Hmong—42%
Cambodian—33%

Laotian—30%

Indian—6%
Taiwanese—6%
Japanese—7%

POVERTY

LIMITED ENGLISH 
PROFICIENCY

Vietnamese—50%
Thai—48%

Korean—47%

Native Hawaiian—1%
Guamanian or Chamorro—5%
Samoan—12%
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EARLY ASSESSMENT
Korean—58% English; 42% Math

Chinese—55% English; 42% Math
Indian—53% English; 32% Math

Samoan—10% English; 2% Math
Hmong—11% English; 6% Math
Laotian—14% English; 4% Math

Chinese—76%
Korean—74%

Japanese—73%

Samoan—27% 
Native Hawaiian—34%
Other Pacific Islander—40% 

A-G COMPLETION

REMEDIATION IN CCCs
Cambodian—65%

Filipino—61%
Laotian—60%

Korean—42% 
Chinese—47%
Indian—49%
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CCC IN 6 YEARS
Chinese—73%

Indian—68% 
Vietnamese—65% 

Samoan—29% 
Native Hawaiian—35% 
Laotian—37% 

Chinese—66%
Japanese and Vietnamese—60%

Indian—59%

Samoan—28% 
Laotian—39%
Guamanian or Chamorro—39% 

CSU IN 6 YEARS

UC IN 6 YEARS
Chinese—90%

Japanese—88%
Indian/Pakistani—86%

Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander—76% 
Other Asian—79%
Filipino and Korean—84%
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ACADEMIC PREPARATION

BARRIERS TO ACCESS AND SUCCESS

DIVERSITY WITHIN Asian Americans/NHPIs


